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Form your LLC with confidence
Whether you're ready to form an LLC on your own—or want advice every step of the way—we've got your back. Starts at $0 + state filing fees.
Learn more

Excellent



Learn moreabout our guarantee




“LegalZoom was an incredible partner. My business feels so sound that I can’t wait to hire more people … and have LegalZoom there with me as I grow.”
Shannon Greevy
LLC customer


Free compliance filings for your first year*








$199ValueI can do most of the work myself
Basic
$0+ state filing fees
I only need what it takes to make my business official.


Form my LLC for free
Includes:
	Articles of organization, the document needed to officially register your LLC with the state
	Name check service, to confirm that your preferred business name is available
	Digital welcome packet, which includes a step-by-step checklist to follow after your LLC is officially registered
	Customizable website, to establish your professional online presence in minutes—powered by 




Includes:
	Articles of organization, the document needed to officially register your LLC with the state
	Name check service, to confirm that your preferred business name is available
	Digital welcome packet, which includes a step-by-step checklist to follow after your LLC is officially registered
	Customizable website, to establish your professional online presence in minutes—powered by 


Form my LLC for free



Pro
$249+ state filing fees
I need all the essentials to help me operate in a compliant way.


Form my LLC
Includes Basic package, plus:
	An operating agreement, which helps you set entity guidelines and settle disputes
	An EIN, which is used to file taxes, open bank accounts, and build your staff
	Access to over 150 customizable legal documents and unlimited eSignatures for one year
	Initial phone consultations with specialists about business insurance and taxes




Includes Basic package, plus:
	An operating agreement, which helps you set entity guidelines and settle disputes
	An EIN, which is used to file taxes, open bank accounts, and build your staff
	Access to over 150 customizable legal documents and unlimited eSignatures for one year
	Initial phone consultations with specialists about business insurance and taxes


Form my LLC





I want advice from experienced attorneys
Premium
$299+ state filing fees
I want an experienced attorney to ensure I form my business right.


Form my LLC
Includes Pro package, plus:
	Hands-on guidance from an experienced business attorney that you choose based on state, years of experience, and rating
	Unlimited 30-minute attorney consultations about new legal topics related to your business (first 30 days of subscription included)
	Any changes to your LLC formation documents within the first 30 days




Includes Pro package, plus:
	Hands-on guidance from an experienced business attorney that you choose based on state, years of experience, and rating
	Unlimited 30-minute attorney consultations about new legal topics related to your business (first 30 days of subscription included)
	Any changes to your LLC formation documents within the first 30 days


Form my LLC





See detailed features
Why use LegalZoom to set up your LLC?

Kickstart in minutes
Start your LLC in 3 easy steps with the industry leader in online business formation.



Set it up right
Our tools offer step-by-step guidance to help you launch and protect your new business.



Get the help you need
Our network of experienced professionals can guide your launch and help you grow.




What is an LLC?
A limited liability company (LLC) is a type of business entity you can register in your state. The main purpose of an LLC company is to limit the personal liability of its owners—like a C corporation or S corporation—but it also allows the business to operate with simpler, more flexible tax requirements.



Do I need an LLC?
An LLC isn't always required, but many small business owners choose to form an LLC for personal liability protection. Having an LLC can also help you open bank accounts, enter into contracts, hire employees, and get necessary business licenses and permits.







What does LLC formation mean?
When you form an LLC, you submit a specific set of business forms to the state where you wish to create a new business entity. Once it's approved, you can use this separate entity to record business expenses, take on business debts, file taxes, obtain business licenses, and more—and this is what gives you liability protection.



How easy is it to form an LLC?
You may be a little intimidated by the idea of forming a legal entity like an LLC, especially if it's your first time. All you need is an understanding of what your business will do, how you plan to run it, and your state's LLC filing fees. Even if your business requires a retail location, you don't need a physical address lined up to begin your LLC formation.






3 reasons for creating an LLC business entity

Protect your personal assets
By forming an LLC and keeping your personal finances separate, you can protect your personal assets from business liabilities.



Make things easier
It's typically easier to form an LLC than a corporation, and there are simpler rules for things like record-keeping.



Get tax flexibility
You get to decide how you're taxed—as an LLC or a corporation—to maximize your ability to save money and minimize tax liability.



Ready to get your LLC?
Select and start my LLC
LLC vs. corporation: What's the difference?
There are several important differences between an LLC and a corporation:

LLC
Flexible management structure
LLC owners have more freedom to decide how the business is run and managed.

More taxation options
An LLC can choose to be taxed as an S corp or a C corp to maximize tax savings.

Minimal record-keeping
An LLC does not need to record minutes or hold an annual shareholder meeting.



Corporation
Easier to transfer ownership
A corporation requires a board of directors, but it's easier to transfer shares of stock than to alter an LLC operating agreement.

Unique tax deductions
A corporation can deduct certain expenses on tax forms like marketing costs and specific employee fringe benefits.

More appealing to investors
Unlike an S corp, a C corp can go public and issue stock to new investors, which makes it easier to raise revenue.







How to start an LLC
To form an LLC, you'll need to file articles of organization with the state. Each state has its own rules, but our experience across all states helps us keep things moving when we file on your behalf.
See our sample documents
Here are a few things you'll need to keep in mind to get your LLC up and running.



Choose and reserve a name
It's wise to check your LLC name against similar businesses in your area. We include a business name check with our formation services and can reserve a preferred business name for you.


Pick a registered agent (RA)
Also called a statutory agent or resident agent, an RA receives your LLC's legal notices and legal documents during normal business hours. Most states require this, and we can do it for you.


File articles of organization
Also called a certificate of formation, this business form contains basic details about your LLC. When we file this for you, it's typically sent to the Secretary of State.


Determine licenses needed
You'll also need to apply for any specific permits or business licenses that may be required for compliance, although it's wise to wait until your LLC's formation documents are approved.


Prepare an operating agreement
This outlines your LLC's rules for everything from business structure to profit distribution. Our templates make it easy for LLC owners to define their rights and limit disagreements.


Get an Employer ID Number (EIN)
Most businesses need an EIN (also called a Federal Tax ID Number) to set up a business bank account, file taxes, and start hiring. When it's time to get yours, we can help.




Ready to get your LLC?
Select and start my LLC
Find the right state to form an LLC
Every state has different rules, costs, and considerations for LLC formation.
Alabama LLC
Alaska LLC
Arizona LLC
Arkansas LLC
California LLC
Colorado LLC
Connecticut LLC
Delaware LLC
Florida LLC
Georgia LLC
Hawaii LLC
Idaho LLC
Illinois LLC
Indiana LLC
Iowa LLC
Kansas LLC
Kentucky LLC
Louisiana LLC
Maine LLC
Maryland LLC
Massachusetts LLC
Michigan LLC
Minnesota LLC
Mississippi LLC
Missouri LLC
Montana LLC
Nebraska LLC
Nevada LLC
New Hampshire LLC
New Jersey LLC
New Mexico LLC
New York LLC
North Carolina LLC
North Dakota LLC
Ohio LLC
Oklahoma LLC
Oregon LLC
Pennsylvania LLC
Rhode Island LLC
South Carolina LLC
South Dakota LLC
Tennessee LLC
Texas LLC
Utah LLC
Vermont LLC
Virginia LLC
Washington LLC
West Virginia LLC
Wisconsin LLC
Wyoming LLC

	Alabama LLC	Hawaii LLC	Massachusetts LLC	New Mexico LLC	South Dakota LLC
	Alaska LLC	Idaho LLC	Michigan LLC	New York LLC	Tennessee LLC
	Arizona LLC	Illinois LLC	Minnesota LLC	North Carolina LLC	Texas LLC
	Arkansas LLC	Indiana LLC	Mississippi LLC	North Dakota LLC	Utah LLC
	California LLC	Iowa LLC	Missouri LLC	Ohio LLC	Vermont LLC
	Colorado LLC	Kansas LLC	Montana LLC	Oklahoma LLC	Virginia LLC
	Connecticut LLC	Kentucky LLC	Nebraska LLC	Oregon LLC	Washington LLC
	Delaware LLC	Louisiana LLC	Nevada LLC	Pennsylvania LLC	West Virginia LLC
	Florida LLC	Maine LLC	New Hampshire LLC	Rhode Island LLC	Wisconsin LLC
	Georgia LLC	Maryland LLC	New Jersey LLC	South Carolina LLC	Wyoming LLC


Show all


Frequently asked questions
What does LLC mean?

Do I need an LLC to start a business?

LLC vs. Inc.—is an LLC a corporation?

LLC vs. S corp—what’s the difference?

Can an LLC be a nonprofit?

Can an S corporation own an LLC?

How much does it cost to form an LLC?

What’s the difference between do-it-yourself and attorney-assisted LLC packages?


Ready to get your LLC?
Select and start my LLC
What our customers are saying
LegalZoom made everything 10 times easier for my business. Fast, easy, and very professional.
—Luis C., LLC customer



This is my second LLC created with LegalZoom. I highly trust their process and professional specialists.
—Reginald C., LLC customer



Such an easy process! Would absolutely recommend to anyone looking to file for an LLC.
—Amelia P., LLC customer





Questions?
Ask an attorney
Get the right guidance with an attorney by your side.

Get legal help

Call an agent at (855) 787-1221
Mon.–Fri. 5 a.m.–7 p.m. PT
Sat.–Sun. 7 a.m.–4 p.m. PT





Ready to get your LLC?
Select and start my LLC
TopGet helpful tips and info from our newsletter!

Company
Company	About
	Careers
	Contact
	Investors
	Press
	Affiliates & partners
	Fast Break for Small Business


Support
Support	Order status
	Customer Care
	Speak with an attorney
	Join our attorney network
	Security
	See all services


Learn more
Learn more	Legal help articles
	Legal form templates
	LegalZoom vs ZenBusiness
	What is an LLC?
	How to Start an LLC?







© LegalZoom.com, Inc. All rights reserved.
LegalZoom provides access to independent attorneys and self-service tools. LegalZoom is not a law firm and does not provide legal advice, except where authorized through its subsidiary law firm LZ Legal Services, LLC.  Use of our products and services is governed by our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.
Your privacy choices
#1 choice for helping to start, run, and grow small businesses: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
#1 choice in online business formation: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
#1 choice for starting small businesses: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
Most recommended business formation service: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
Best in class products and services: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
Most reliable partner to help you form and grow your business: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
Most favored brand amongst small business owners: Based on a January 2023 survey of small- and midsize-business owners comparing LegalZoom to other online legal services companies.
† Business insurance consultations are fulfilled by Next Insurance, Inc. By selecting Pro or Premium, you agree that LegalZoom and NEXT may share information about you with each other.
‡ Premium packages include 30 days of Business Attorney Plan. After 30 days, your card will automatically be charged $49. The service renews automatically each month and your card will be billed for the service price (currently $49). You can cancel online or by calling us at (888) 310-0151. Attorney services are fulfilled through Business Advantage Pro. For more details, please see our Legal Plan Contract Terms and Subscription Terms.
ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Attorneys advertised on this site are independent attorneys. See the attorney in your area who's responsible for this advertisement. LegalZoom.com, Inc. is not an "attorney referral service" or a law firm. The information you provide to LegalZoom is not protected by attorney-client privilege. Get more information about this advertisement if you live in Alabama, Missouri, or New York.
Tennessee Customers: Attorney services in TN are provided via a flat fee legal service offering from an independent law firm and are subject to your Limited Scope Representation Agreement with the firm. This portion of the LegalZoom website is an advertisement for legal services. LegalZoom does not endorse or recommend any lawyer or law firm that advertises on our site. The law firm responsible for this advertisement is LZ Legal Services, LLC (email: info@lzlegalservices.com). LZ Legal Services is authorized and licensed by the Arizona Supreme Court, license number 70123. LZ Legal Services is a subsidiary of LegalZoom.com, Inc.



























































